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Objectives of the Maths Eyes Pilot Initiative 
· 3rd Class parents’ attendance at all sessions
· 3rd Class participation in taking pictures of Maths in local area 
· Improved positive attitude to Maths among the 3rd Class parents
· Production of a set of Maths Eyes posters to be entered into competition

	Session
	Plan
	People Involved

	1. Introduction
	· Interactive talk from Ciaran O’Sullivan, introducing Maths Eyes
· Outline of Maths Eyes in Ballyfermot
· 3rd class will meet with designated TY students
· 
	HSCL 
Teachers (primary,  post-primary)
3rd class children
TY students
Parents


	2. Taking pictures in selected areas
	· 3rd class, TY students and parents will take pictures in a designated area of where they see Maths in the environment. 
· Each grouping will be lead by class teacher/ HSCL
	HSCL 
Teachers (primary,  post-primary)
3rd class children
TY students
Parents


	3. Selecting pictures for posters
	· Parents of each 3rd class group and TY students will meet and choose which photos would be the best to use for a poster
· They will come up with tag lines/ captions to use with the posters

	HSCL 
Teachers (primary,  post-primary)
TY students
Parents


	4. Presentation of posters
	· Once posters have been printed, each group will present their completed posters to all 3rd class children, TY students and parents
· These posters will be entered into the Maths Eyes competition
	HSCL 
Teachers (primary,  post-primary)
3rd class children
TY students
Parents




Evaluation of Maths Eyes – Principals and Teachers
	Positive outcomes
	· The combination of the younger and older children working together with their parents (peer pairing)
· Children were motivated and active in their learning
· Awareness was raised about Maths in the environment
· Parental involvement
· Confidence of the children in the final presentation
· Children could see how Maths was useful to them in their environment
· Good finished product and project presentation
· Good age to target as there are no other projects in 3rd Class
· Sense of achievement when they presented the final project
· Professional looking posters
· Good stimulus for creating interest

	Parental Interaction with the initiative
	· Very positive response from parents
· Appeared to really enjoy it
· Some parents are encouraging children to see Maths at home/ outside school

	Children’s interaction with the initiative
	· They loved it and were delighted to have taken part
· Seemed to really enjoy it 
· Felt 3rd Class were very involved in all aspects of the project
· Feel they have taken it with them and use it in the classroom now

	Concerns/ Improvements/ Changes needed if the initiative was to be run again
	· Concern about amount of time involved compared to making a Maths trail at class level
· Less time commitment needed if run again
· Open it up to other age groups

	Other comments
	· Successful project
· Well-organised
· Teacher stated she’d be visiting other places in Ballyfermot













Evaluation of Maths Eyes – Parents
	Postive outcomes
	· Involvement of parents
· Being able to go out with the children and seeing Maths in a way they wouldn’t have done before
· Good to link with St. Dominic’s
· Everyone was on-board
· Posters were excellent
· It really got parents and children talking about Maths at home
· Class came together and worked hard to find the Maths
· Great way of showing maths learning in a positive and practical way

	Parental Interaction with the initiative
	· Really enjoyed it
· Daughter loved the fact that her mother was there with her friends and teacher
· Parent and daughter enjoyed doing it together

	Improvements/ Changes needed if the initiative was to be run again
	· More cameras needed
· Third class felt they didn’t have as much input, but may have been unaware about how much they learnt. 
· More involvement of 3rd class

	Other comments
	· Felt it was a great success
· Learned a lot from it 



Parents’ Responses
	Did your child enjoy Maths Eyes?
	· She loved it very much. Each week she would ask, ‘Mammy, what are we doing in Maths Eyes this week?
· Yes, she saw Maths everywhere and got to take pictures at the park.
· My child enjoyed it because she was with me.
· My child built her confidence and awareness to the Maths all around and it made me realise how much I use Maths.
· I’m more confident that I do use Maths in everyday life and I hadn’t really considered it before.
· She enjoyed looking at the end result of the work carried out.

	Has your attitude to Maths changed following Maths Eyes?
	· Yes! I see Maths in places I would never have seen before. Even now when I’m out I ask the girls what kinds of Maths they see!
· Yes, I sometimes look out for Maths as I go along the road.
· Yes, I notice things around me.
· As a parent, it made me feel that I could connect with my child about Maths on that level.
· I now have a better understanding of practical Maths which I can translate to everyday things with my children. 
· Yes, I feel it’s easier to understand how we we do and can use Maths
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